TEXT

1.  Don’t use tradenames anywhere, but in the experimental section to idenfify the source of the material.  A generic name should be used elsewhere.   When a tradename is used, it should be identified as such with TM.

2.  Define all abbreviations the first time they are used in the Abstract  AND the body of the paper.

3.  Experimental section should provide sufficient detail so that someone can reproduce the experiments.  All materials must be identified by composition, molecular weight, etc., and if commercial materials, the manufacturer and grade should be specified.

4.  Start Introduction and References on a new page.

5.  Do not repeat same information in tables and figures.  Choose one format for presentation of data.

6.  Conclusions section should not repeat what was done.  This section should discuss what was learned and the significance of the work.

7.  Abstract:  Do not editorialize or provide introductory material in the abstract.  The abstract should state what was done, how it was done and what was learned or what were the key results. 

FIGURES

1.  All type (labels, numbers, legends, …..) must be at least the size of 10 point (Arial equivalent) for a 3 x 4 inch figure.  Larger figures need larger type.  The axes labels need to be at least 2 points larger than the rest of the type.

2.  Do not accept color figures unless they are absolutely necessary.  If color figures are needed, instruct the authors that it will cost them $950/page to publish.  Alternatively, they can publish using a gray-scale and we will put a color figure on the web-version.

3.  Micrographs.  Similar to #1 above, the scale must be at least 10-point for a 3 x 4 photo.  Larger is better.  Remove any extraneous or unreadable writing that is provided by a computer program. 

4.  Minimize the number of figures, especially those with multiple graphs.  For figures with multiple parts, each must be labeled (a, b…) and explained in the caption.  The caption of a figure should clearly explain the figure, so that it is understandable even if the reader has not read the paper.  Avoid multiple graphs that show the same conclusion.  In that case, show one example graph and comment that other results are similar. 
5. Lines and simple curve fits through data are okay, but the text or caption needs to explain the significance of the fit.  That is, is there theory that predicts the fit or was the fit simply one of convenience.  Avoid complicated curves showing maxima/minima or inflections unless there is theory to support this.  Multiple straight line fits are okay, if they are adequately explained.  Alternatively, do not use a curve or simply connect the points with straight lines.  

6.  Consolidate multiple plots if possible. 
7.  Axes must have the labels and units.  And axes should have numbers. 
